
     Many people would like to avoid talking about homeless 
people.  Others would like to believe that North Dakota and 
more specifically Minot does not have a problem with home-
lessness.  The statistics simply disprove the belief.  It is time 
for us to pull our heads out of the sand. 

     After 20 years of working quietly behind the scenes to ad-
dress Minot’s homeless issues, the public has been engaged 
to not only acknowledge the problem, but learn about it and 
contribute in whatever way possible. 

     There is still some work to do with myth-busting.  I still 
hear people buy into the stereotype of the indigent person 
who does not want to work.  Again, let’s look at the facts.  
Mental illness, abuse, limited income of some elderly, veter-
ans who fall through the cracks, substance abuse, disabili-
ties, transition issues with foster care children, especially 
those aging out of the system all contribute to the problem. 

     We are a generous people in North Dakota and we have 
all known individuals who “couch surf” from one friend or 
relative to the other until they get booted out.  This phenome-
non is known at the “hidden homeless” and these individuals 
are not even counted in our current numbers as there is no 

 
 
 

You see things;  
and you say 
 “Why?”   

But I dream things 
that never were; 

and I say,  
“Why not?” 

 
By George Bernard Shaw 
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If you can’t go home, 

 Where can you go? 

MISSION 
STATEMENT 
To advocate, coor-
dinate, and opti-
mize services for 
homeless persons 
in the greater 
Minot area 
(region 2) 




