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MISSION
STATEMENT

To advocate, coordi-
nate, and optimize
services for homeless
persons in the greater

Minot area: Bottineau,

Burke, McHenry,

Mountrail, Pierce,
Renville, and Ward
Counties (region 2)

The Chair’s Message

As the new Chair of the Minot Area Homeless Coalition, |
would like to thank all the businesses, churches, and individuals
that have contributed to our organization; which has allowed us
to have a continuing impact on the communities we serve. Itis
because of you that the Homeless Coalition is able to assist so
many people in the Minot area and surrounding counties.

The Homeless Coalition is seeing an increase in dients with
the higher cost of fuel, utilities and rent payments. We will con-
tinue to see people that need assistance with food, personal
items, baby items and other household items as their money is
going towards their rent and gas to get to work.

The Minot Area Homeless Coalition would like to extend a
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hearty thank you and our gratitude to Father Chris Walter. Fa-
ther Walter was a major benefactor and contributor to thesuc-
cess of our agency. Because of his vision, drive, and willing-
ness to help those in need the MAHC has had a home at the St.
Leo’s Community Center since 2004.

Father Walter continues to be a strong supporter of the
MAHC. We extend our heartfelt wishes to him in his retirement
and hope that he is able to enjoy the fullness of life.

We welcome Father Austin Vetter to the community and look
to continue our long association with St. Leo’s.
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Where can you go?

When you do the
common things in
life in an uncom-
mon way, you
will command the
attention of the
world.

By George Wash-
ington Carver
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From the Desk of the Executive Director

The economic downturn has taken its toll on many across the nation and has had its effect on our organization as
well. We have seen an increase in those seeking assistance and struggle to meet their needs. Rising costs in every
aspect of society has put a strain on us all. Many who have never had to use food pantries, soup kitchens or apply for
public assistance have found themselves reaching out to human service organizations to fill the gap.

The financial crunch to provide services to those in need has stretched our already tight budget. Though we are
good stewards of the funds entrusted to us, we were not prepared for the influx of requests for assistance received.

The Minot Area Homeless Coalition has been very busy through the first six months of 2008. We have assisted
over 1,613 people with services, food, clothing, household items, transportation, information & referral , outreach and
community awareness & education presentations. Our support of the food pantries continues and in February through
our Have A Heart Food Drive, we raised over 4,000 Ibs of food. Financial support to our Community Luncheon/
Dinner (Soup Kitchens) facilities continues as they deal with increase usage. As part of the City of Minot 10 Year
Plan Steering Committee to end chronic homeless, we have been moving forward with the implementation of the ap-
proved plan.

The MAHC continues to be an integral part of the North Dakota Coalition for Homeless People. We endeavor to
continue to bring federal dollars into the state to maintain and enhance housing and services for those in need.

The collaborations we have formed with other entities has allowed us to continue to serve those in need. Covering
seven counties is a daunting task and could not be accomplished without them and our many volunteers.

Continued on page 3

It is not Accomplishments January 2008 — June 2008
wealth one As of June 2008 we have served 1,613. gave us more space to house donations.
asks for but Participated in the State 2008 Annual Point- Provided community awareness and education
just enough In-Time Survey on homeless that beings over presentations to 701 individuals through speak-
to preserve 1.5 million dollars to the state of North Da-  ing engagements.
one’s kota from the Federal Housing Urban and Increased collaboration among community
dignity, to Development Administration (HUD). churches and organizations with regard to provid-
work During the Have A Heart Food drive, we ing services to homeless individuals and families.
unhampered, collected 4,000lbs of food and $292.00 for Participated in the Annual Gross family bicycle
to be the local area food pantries. giveaway to needy children.
In support of 8 area soup kitchens, we As part of our outreach, participated in several

generous,
frank and
independent.

were able to donate $200.00 to each soup community functions such as the Health Fair at St.
kitchen to further their mission to feed those Andrews Health Center in Bottineau.

B W in need.. Our staff has been heavily involved within our
y i Relocated our storage facility to the 4th communities and sits or chairs several Boards that
Somerset floor of St. Leo’s Community Center which are making an impact in the community. =
Maugham

The Chair’s Message-Continued

Please, if you see Mac or Karrie, thank them for the great job they are doing. It takes specid people to see people that
are in need on a daily basis. It gives them great pleasure when they are able to assist a family or an individual with their
needs. Thank you Mac and Karrie for the great job that yau are doing.

If you have any questions or youwould like to schedule someone to come and talk to your church, organization orbusi-
ness call the Homeless Coalition to schedule. We need to continue to spread the word what the Homeess Coalition is do-
ing and how they are assisting people that are less fortunate.

In closing, there are many changes taking pace in Minot and the surrounding areas. Many of these will have a direct im-
pact on people we know, work with, play with, and go to church with. Being attentive to the needs of others is what our or-
ganization is about. We will strive to continue to make a difference in the lives of those we come in contact with. =
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